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Moratorium For New and/or Used Automotive 

Sales 

Case Number:  OA-14-002   

 
 

 

STAFF:  Josh Selleck, 512-401-5368, josh.selleck@cedarparktexas.gov 

As you know, City staff has already commenced the ordinance amendment process with respect to a 
proposed amendment of Chapter 11, Zoning Ordinance, of the City’s Code of Ordinances, which 
would remove new and used automotive sales as a permitted use in the General Retail (“GR”) 
Zoning District. In order to preserve the public ordinance amendment process and to allow time for 
Council’s full consideration of uses within the GR District, staff proposes the adoption of a temporary 
moratorium to suspend new and/or used automotive sales development within the GR District. 

Subsequent to staff’s publication of notice for this proposed amendment to the GR District 
regulations, staff was advised that sizeable tracts along the City’s major commercial corridors are 
being targeted by developers for new and used automotive sales. These developments tend to 
cluster, and this is of particular concern for 183A – the City’s emerging main commercial corridor – 
where the City has invested roughly 

$85M in economic development incentives for projects such as the Cedar Park Event Center, 
CPRMC, DANA, Pecan Grove/Scottsdale Crossing, Town Center, Costco, and 1890 Ranch, in 
addition to other direct costs of public infrastructure. 

Currently, new and used automotive sales are permitted by right within the GR District, except to the 
extent used automotive sales are restricted by the Corridor Overlay (“CO”), which prohibits used 
automotive sales within 500’ of the City’s main commercial corridors (whether as a primary or 
accessory/secondary use). 

Before completion of the public ordinance amendment process, through which Council would have 
an opportunity to consider staff’s recommendation and adopt any desired amendments, prospective 
applicants could establish rights to develop under the current provisions, thereby preserving their 
ability to develop without being affected by Council’s action (if any). 

If adopted, this moratorium would preserve the City’s public hearing and ordinance amendment 
process as it relates to the appropriateness of these uses and the GR District, and maintain the 
opportunity for optimal commercial development in accordance with the City’s economic 
development initiatives and strategic goals. 

This moratorium would not affect further development of any current or existing projects, nor would it 
prevent development of new projects not contemplating new and/or used automotive sales. 

Please note that this public hearing does not require action by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

City Council held a first reading and public hearing on January 21, 2014.  Council action and second 
reading will be considered on January 30, 2014.  
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