OAK WILT UPDATE – NOW IS THE TIME TO PRUNE YOUR OAK TREES
Curt Randa, Parks and Recreation Director, January 3, 2013

Oak wilt is the most deadly disease affecting red oaks and live oaks in Cedar Park. The disease is caused by a fungus (Ceratocystis fagacearum) that can spread from tree to tree through the connected roots. Above ground spread of the disease can happen when sap feeding beetles carry the fungus to open wounds on healthy trees. Wounds include damage from construction equipment, vehicles, animals, and of course, pruning. Research has shown that the oak wilt fungal spores, and the insects that carry them, are most active in the spring and therefore the best times for pruning are during the coldest days in winter and hottest days of summer. 
In order to control the above ground spread of oak wilt, prevention is the key. Pruning should be limited in the springtime when the beetles are most active. Throughout the year, immediately apply a thin coat of pruning paint to any and all fresh wounds and other injuries that expose the inner bark or sapwood of oaks. This will prevent the sap beetles from infecting the wounds. Any type of paint will do and the general rule is to paint all wounds on all oaks at all times of the year.

The Texas Forest Service also recommends prevention as our best option for slowing the spread of oak wilt. TFS encourages homeowners to be careful when selecting firewood during the winter months. Select firewood from a known, oak wilt free source that is well seasoned. The heat and drying of a full Texas summer will kill the fungus in cut firewood.

If you have additional questions about oak wilt, please call the Cedar Park Parks and Recreation Department at 512-401-5504 or visit the TFS oak wilt site at www.texasoakwilt.org
