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Why include history and demographics in this master plan? - Understanding 
the context of the city is a key part of the park planning process.  Both the 
physical and the demographic makeup of the city help determine the current and 
future recreation needs of its citizens. 
 
Cedar Park’s geographic location - As shown on the following page, Cedar 
Park lies largely within southwest Williamson County, with a portion of the city's 
southwesterly edge in adjacent Travis County.  The city is surrounded by 
Leander on the north and northwest, Round Rock on the northeast and east, 
Jonestown on the west, and Austin on the southwest, south, and southeast.  
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A Brief  History of  Cedar Park  
 

Early settlement of the Cedar Park area - Archaeological explorations along 
the banks of Buttercup Creek and Brushy Creek have found indications of Native 
American sites in the Cedar Park area dating back 10,000 years. Native Indian 
tribes such as the Tonkawas lived in the Cedar Park area until Texas became a 
republic in 1836.  Concerted efforts by the Texas government to resettle the 
Indian populations in the 1840's opened up the land to the northwest of Austin to 
settlement. 
 
Settlement by George and Harriet Cluck - George and Harriet Cluck settled in 
the Running Brushy area in the early 1870s, soon after they returned form a 
cattle drive on the Chisholm Trail. They built a log home and were instrumental in 
the community’s development.  In 1873, George and Harriet Cluck purchased a 
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large amount of land in what would later be known as Cedar Park. The Running 
Brushy post office was established in 1874 with Harriet Cluck serving as an early 
postmistress. When the railroad came through Running Brushy in 1882, George 
Cluck sold the railroad company a lot adjoining the railroad.  At this time the 
railroad company changed the name of the community to Brueggerhoff, the 
name of a partner of a company official. 
 
Cedar Park is named - The deed of land to the Railroad Company also called 
for a park.  The park site became a landscaped park with benches and pebbled 
walkways and flower beds, and for years the park was used as a community 
meeting place. In 1887 the town of Running Brushy was renamed Cedar Park 
after the beautiful park.  
 
Cedar Park was the scene of much growth and activity 
during the latter years of the nineteenth century. A 
community school and church building were constructed, 
and by 1892, a landscaped park had appeared along the 
rail line.  George Cluck took advantage of the growing 
popularity of barbed wire and opened a cedar yard to sell 
cedar posts.  
 
Buttercup becomes part of Cedar Park - Buttercup 
(also called Doddville and Dodd's Store) was a stage stop on the route from 
Austin to Liberty Hill and was located on Buttercup Creek just south of the 
subdivision with the same name.  Buttercup, situated on the old road from 
Bagdad to Austin, had a store, a church, a school, a gin, a mill, and two doctors 
by the early 1880's. A post office was located there from 1880 to 1894. In 1892, 
Buttercup had a population of forty inhabitants.  
 
Growth begins in Cedar Park - Cedar Park, which included earlier settlements 
of Buttercup and Running Brushy, remained a small rural town until the 1960's 
when it became a low cost residential extension of Austin. Over the coming 
decades, Cedar Park continued to grow as new arrivals continued to stream into 
the area in search of lower cost housing while commuting to work in Austin.  On 
February 24, 1973, Cedar Park citizens voted to incorporate.  After reaching a 
population of 5,000 residents in 1987, Cedar Park citizens voted to become a 
home rule city.  
 

 

The Physical  Environment of  Cedar Park 
 

Physical land form - Cedar Park's terrain is flat to slightly rolling, excepting 
lands close to creeks and the moderate to steep slopes of the far western extent 
of its ETJ, where landforms fall away toward the Colorado River and Lake Travis.  
The porous nature of certain areas of the underlying limestone and the karst and 
cave features that have resulted from limestone erosion have provided habitat for 
numerous insect species, three of which have been designated as listed species 
under the Federal Endangered Species Act.   
 

Park Fact – 
 Cedar Park was 

named after the small 
but beautiful park 

established along the 
rail line in 

Brueggerhof in the 
1880’S. 
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Endangered species in the area - The thick cover of red cedar, interspersed 
with native oaks and other trees and shrubs on the western edges of Cedar Park 
and the areas beyond are also habitat to two birds listed under the Act: the 
Black-capped Vireo and Golden-
cheeked Warbler.  The Balcones 
Canyonland Conservation Plan 
was established in the 1980's to 
preserve key areas of habitat for 
these species and the lands 
protected under this program are 
now free from development.  
Under rules established for the 
BCCP by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, public access to 
its lands is severely restricted.  On 
the other hand, the protected 
landscape as viewed along Lime Creek Road presents a scenic resource that 
can be enjoyed by travelers; any future Recreational Trails along this corridor 
approved by the BCCP would provide recreational benefits as well.  Several cave 
precincts are also protected within City-owned parkland and provide educational 
and scientific interest benefits to city residents. 

 
Flood Plains and Creek Corridors - Brushy Creek is the largest watercourse in 
Cedar Park.  Its principal branch, North Brushy Creek, drains water from the 
city's other creeks, including Cottonwood Creek, Block House Creek, and 
Spanish Oak Creek.  Brushy Creek itself receives waters from two other creeks, 
Buttercup Creek and Cypress Creek.  In addition to serving as scenic and 
environmental-interest resources, the creeks, their flood plains, and their broader 
corridors serve as potential routes for hiking, walking, nature observation, school 
access, bicycling, and employment and civic facility access.  Flood plains and 
bluffs also serve as de facto open space, adding landscape value to adjoining 
neighborhoods. 

 
Lakes - Four broad and attractive lakes are found in Cedar Park, each of which 
was created by earthen dam construction by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service 
(now the Natural Resources Conservation Service) under Public Law 566, the 
Small Watershed Act.  These are: 
� Lake Cedar Park (S.C.S. Site #6), just west of Highway 183 on Brushy Creek; 
� Lake Brushy Creek (Site # 7), beginning upstream of Parmer Lane and 

continuing downstream of it and now the site of Brushy Creek Lake Park;  
� a lake on Cottonwood Creek (Site #4), a few hundred yards north of F.M. 

1431 and west of the future extension of Parmer Lane; and  
� Lake Lakewood (Site #3), on Block House Creek a half mile to the east of the 

future Highway 183 bypass.  Two small lakes also exist on Brushy Creek in 
the Hog Farm area, just to the east of Highway 183.  The Brushy Creek 
Water Control Improvement District, located in Taylor, oversees regulation of 
the lakeshore easements, dams, and spillways. 

 
Other large recreational lands - The former State Dairy and Hog Farm, a tract 
of several hundred acres situated astride Brushy Creek on the east of Highway 
183, serves as an attractive and popular park to many Cedar Park residents.  In 
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addition to the two ponds and Brushy Creek that passes through it, this land 
features scenic bluffs, rolling landforms, and attractive woods, and pasture.  Still 
in state title and leased to Williamson County, a sub-lease was granted to the 
Y.M.C.A. of Williamson County to use and manage its resources for public 
recreation.  The Y.M.C.A and Williamson County are currently master planning 
for future recreational use of this site.     
 

 
 Land Uses in Cedar Park Today  
 

Future Land Use – The City of Cedar Park covers approximately 20.5  square 
miles, and is centered on U.S. 183 and F.M. 1431, Whitestone Boulevard.  Cedar 
Park’s ETJ covers approximately 12.4 square miles, resulting in an ultimate size 
of 32.9 square miles .  The illustration below shows the areas within the city and 
in the ETJ that are included in the master planning process. 
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Much of Cedar Park’s  growth since the 1970’s has been through master planned 
communities, and this trend continues today.  Among the first subdivisions of this 
period were the Cedar Park Ranchettes Unit 1, Riviera Springs, Spanish Oaks, 
Forest Oaks, and Buttercup Creek.  The 1980's and 1990's saw development of 
Cypress Creek Ranch, Nelson Ranch, and the 
Carriage Hills and Cypress Mills subdivisions, 
among others.  More recent master planned 
communities include Twin Creeks, Bella Vista, 
and Silver Oak.   
 
The pattern of master planned communities is 
significant from a parks standpoint, since most 
of these communities provide a high level of 
recreational opportunities for their residents, 
including small neighborhood parks, trails, 
neighborhood pools, and community 
buildings.  This allows the City to focus on 
providing larger park amenities that serve the 
entire community. 
 
Future Land Use – the map below illustrates 
the projected future land uses for the city and 
ETJ areas. 

  
 

The Impact of Master 
Planned Communities in 

Cedar Park - The pattern of 
master planned communities 

is significant from a parks 
standpoint, since most of 

these communities provide a 
high level of recreational 

opportunities for their 
residents, including small 

neighborhood parks, trails, 
neighborhood pools, and 

community buildings.  This 
allows the City to focus on 

providing larger park 
amenities that serve the entire 

community. 



C e d a r  P a r k :   P a r k s  &  O p e n  S p a c e  M a s t e r  P l a n   
   

C e d a r  P a r k  T o d a y  
P a g e  2 - 7  

A Demographic Prof i le of  Cedar Park  
 

Source of Demographic Information - Projections and demographic 
characteristics contained in this section are derived from the 2000 Census and 
from population updates and future projections prepared by the City’s Planning 
Department. 
 
Population Growth - The table below illustrates the population growth of Cedar 
Park since 1970.  The growth in the extra territorial jurisdictional areas (ETJ) 
around the city are also shown, given that Cedar Park is the central provider of 
recreational facilities for a significantly larger area than just the area within the 
City’s current limits. 

 
Table 2.1 

Population Estimates & Forecasts* 
Year 

 
City Population ETJ Population Total Service Area 

Population 
 

2000 Census 
 

26,049 
  

2000 28,675 12,590 41,265 
2006 44,749 20,848 65,597 
2010 53,875 25,099 78,974 
2015 63,674 29,665 93,339 

*Prepared by Cedar Park Planning Department 
 

Per the 2000 Census, Cedar Park has a relatively young population, as shown in 
Table 2.2 below.  35.6% of the population is 19 years of age or younger, 
compared to 32% for the state of Texas as a whole.  The population of the 
working age group, ages 20 through 59 is 58.3%, compared to 56% for the state 
of Texas. Lastly, 6.2% of the population is over 60 years old, versus 13% for the 
state.  The median resident age in Cedar Park is 31.1 years.   

 
Table 2.2 

Year 2000 Age Characteristics (Cedar Park vs. Texas)* 
Age Percent – Cedar Park Percent - Texas 

 
0-14 

 
29.3%  (7,602) 

 
24% 

15-19 6.3% (1,646) 8% 
20-34 23.3%  (6,062) 23% 
35-59 35%  (9,122) 33% 
60-74 4.3%  (1,124) 9% 

75-85+ 1.9%   (493) 4% 
*US Census Bureau – 2000 Census 
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Racial characteristics for Cedar Park are shown below.  Over 86% of the 
population is Caucasian, versus 82.4% for Williamson County and 71% for 
Texas.  The Hispanic or Latino percentage of the population is lower than most of 
Texas at 13.5%. 

 

Table 2.3 
Racial Characteristics – Year 2000* 

Race Percent 
One Race   97.8%   
Caucasian  (22,510)                                                                   86.4% 
Black or African American  (865)                                                      3.3% 
Asian  (679)                                                         2.6% 
American Indian & Alaska Native (88)                                                    0.3% 
Pacific Islander (15)                                                                                0.1% 
Other  (1,329)                                                                                          5.1% 
 

Hispanic or Latino (3,516)                             13.5% of Total Population 
 
Two or More Races   2.2%   
Two or More races (563)                                                                         3.0% 
*Age and Race Percentages derived from the 2000 Census 

 
Median Income – Income levels for Cedar Park are above those of Texas as a 
whole, as are the median home values in the city.  Table 2.4 below shows 
Median Income levels from the 2000 Census. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

*US Census Bureau 
 
 

Recent Housing Starts in Cedar Park - As evidence that Cedar Park is 
continuing to grow and will probably exceed conservative growth scenarios, 
single-family new house construction building permits have remained steady over 
the past eight years.   

 

Table 2.5 
Single Family Building Permits – 1996 to 2003* 

1996 1061buildings average cost: $81,700 
1997 1003 buildings average cost: $89,700 
1998 1246 buildings average cost: $88,800 
1999 1462 buildings average cost: $96,900 
2000 1280 buildings average cost: $104,100 
2001 967 buildings average cost: $119,200 
2002 988 buildings average cost: $120,100 
2003 1072 buildings average cost: $116,700 

* Http://www.city-data.com/city/Cedar-Park-Texas.html 
 

Table 2.4 
Median Income – Year 2000* 

Cedar Park Texas 
Median household income:      $67,527  $39,927 
Median house value:                $89,800  $82,500 
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Schools in  Cedar Park 
 

 
Cedar Park residents are served by the Leander Independent School District. 
Campuses in Cedar Park are shown in table 2.6 below. 

 
Table 2.6 

Schools in the City of Cedar Park* 
Elementary 9 Schools 

7,049 enrollment 
 

Block House, Cypress, Naumann, 
Faubion, Mason, Lois F. Giddens, 

Cox, Deer Creek, Knowles  

Middle 3 Schools 
3,424 enrollment 

Cedar Park, Henry, Running 
Brushy 

 
High School 2 Schools 

3,273 enrollment 
Cedar Park High School 
Vista Ridge High School 

Total Enrollment 13,746 (enrollment 
in Cedar Park) 

 

*Per LISD as of January 2006 

 
Colleges/universities with over 2000 students nearest to Cedar Park:  
• AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (about 20 miles; AUSTIN, TX; full time 

enrollment: 12,819)  
• AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, CYPRESS CREEK CAMPUS (CEDAR 

PARK; full time enrollment: 3,300) 
• THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN (about 17 miles; AUSTIN, TX; full 

time enrollment: 46,503)  
• SAINT EDWARD'S UNIVERSITY (about 19 miles; AUSTIN, TX; full time 

enrollment: 2,870)  
• CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE (about 40 miles; KILLEEN, TX; full time 

enrollment: 6,777)  
• TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY (about 45 miles; SAN MARCOS, TX; full time 

enrollment: 18,822)  
• UNIVERSITY OF MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR (about 46 miles; BELTON, TX; 

full time enrollment: 2,257)  
• SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY (about 16 miles; GEORGETOWN, TX; full time 

enrollment 1,265 ) 
 

 
 


